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Coastal Challenge
The sixth round of the 2009 Pro Tour Series saw the tin top warriors of the Goldwagen Challenge Series head for the historic East London Grand Prix Circuit on Saturday 29 August with more than forty competitors making the long trip down to this very fast coastal circuit. 

Class A 
Championship leader Lee Thompson (Interfile Golf I) topped the qualifying sheets to secure pole position ahead of Ray Wilford (Fuchs Lubricants Golf II). Andy Gosman (Auto Pro Roodepoort Golf II) was third with Quentin Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf I) alongside him on the second row.

Race 1

The race got off to a frantic start with the field charging down through the notorious Potters Pass corner. Lee maintained his pole position through the opening corners with Wilford and the rest of the field in tow. Newcomer Adrian Dalton (Golf I) blew his engine at the start of the second lap ending his weekend prematurely.
Thompson slotted into second place on lap two with Wilford having to fend of attacks from Gosman and Wayne Masters (Jonnesway / Elite Autobody Golf 4). The battle at the front was reaching epic proportions. Lee slowly increased his lead at the front as the quartet behind him fought for second place. Masters slotted into second place on the third lap with Gosman fending off Wilford and Thompson. Masters’ hopes were dashed when throttle body problems forced him into retirement at the end of the lap.

The battle for second position was far from over with Gosman ahead of Wilford and Thompson. Kieren Quarmby (Interfile Golf I) announced his arrival on the sixth lap and slotted into third position and was into second position a lap later. He blew his chances on the penultimate lap when he ran wide going into the complex and lost out on two positions.

Lee romped home to victory with Gosman having one of his best results for the year to take second. Quarmby fought back to take third position ahead of a trio of other drivers. 
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Race 2

The second race of the day was a mammoth event with all four classes combining to make one big racing spectacular for the local crowd. The class A contenders charged off at the start and once again it was Lee who led the field on the opening lap. 

Gosman slotted into second position with Masters and Thompson in hot pursuit. The battle behind them was just as hectic with Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch), Wilford and Derick Smalberger (Sabertek / Targa / Autowiel Polo Classic) all fighting for the same piece of tarmac.

The chasing pack was a lot closer to Lee this time around and a train of cars snaked around behind him for the next seven laps. Thompson got the better of Masters who was battling with a broken clutch, and slotted into third position on the penultimate lap. He lost out when he ran wide exiting the last corner and dropped a position to Wilford.

Lee had to work hard for a change to keep a determined Gosman at bay. Wilford held onto third position ahead of Thompson. 

Class P 
Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) upset the applecart when he qualified on pole position ahead of championship leader Jakes Jacobs (Brooklyn Automotive Polo Classic). Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) was in third position with Clayton Le Roux (Martin Le Roux Motors Polo Classic) alongside him in fourth position.
Race 1

Tholet was off like a scalded cat at the start with the rest of the pack trying to keep up with him. Jacobs was involved in a huge battle for second position with Le Roux, Graham Nathan (Time Mining Polo Hatch) and Roos piling on the pressure.

The battle for second would continue for the next three laps with Jacobs, Le Roux and Nathan fighting for track position. Le Roux took the lead from Tholet on the fourth lap with Jacobs and Nathan nipping at Tholet’s heels. Le Roux was forced wide on the sixth lap by a back marker and lost the lead to Jacobs, with the resultant damage causing his retirement from the race on the seventh lap.

Jacobs held on to take the win ahead of Tholet with Nathan taking third position ahead of Roos. 
Race 2

Tholet got off to another great start and led the field after the first lap. Jacobs was attacking hard and made an uncharacteristic mistake going into the complex and dropped down to fourth. Le roux slotted into second spot and promptly took the lead a lap later.
Once again the class P battle was the one to watch as Jacobs was fighting back to get back to the front. His efforts paid off when he took the lead on the fifth lap. Tholet was finished yet and he too pushed for the front. He took the lead on the ninth lap with Jacobs shadowing him in second. Nathan’s challenge for a top three spot ended on lap seven when he retired to the pits.

After a race long battle Tholet emerged victorious with Jacobs and Le Roux having to settle for the minor placings.

Class B 
Veteran racer Peter Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf II) showed the youngsters of the class a thing or two when he qualified in pole position ahead of Chad Bartrum (Coastal Kitchens Golf I). Dean Lester (Lester Properties Golf 1) qualified in third with Philip Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) lining up alongside him.

Race 1

Thompson had a great start and led the field through the first corners. Bartrum slotted into second with Lester and the rest of the chasing pack in tow. 
Bartrum took the lead with a well timed move through turn one on the second lap. Lester and Thompson were involved in a battle of their own for second position. Bartrum blew his chances on lap four when he spun his car through the complex. Lester inherited the lead and set about increasing the gap between himself and Thompson.
Lester went on to take the win ahead of Thompson with Bartrum recovering to third position in the closing stages of the race.
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Race 2

Thompson had a fantastic start and kept the younger generation behind him going through turn one. Bartrum and Lester were hot on his heels and were applying the pressure on almost every corner.

Bartrum took the lead on the third lap only to loose it to Thompson a lap later. He wasn’t about to give up and retook the lead on the sixth lap, but Thompson again reclaimed the position a lap later. Lester had the best seat in the house as he watched the battle ahead of him.

Bartrum’s determination paid off when he gained the lead on the last lap and went on to take a narrow victory over Thompson. Lester was content with third position and cemented his place at the top of the class B standings.
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Class C 
Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) topped the time sheets after qualifying with a misfiring engine. Giles Darroch (PMT Civils Golf I) qualified in second position with Jannie van Rooyen Snr. (Goldwagen Roodepoort) in third. Fifteen year old Charl Smalberger (Targa Panelbeaters / Autowiel Golf I) continues to impress and qualified in fourth position.

Race 1
Croeser had a terrible start with a down on power car and fell back in the field almost immediately. Van Rooyen grabbed the lead at the start with Darroch and Smalberger in tow. Championship leader Deon van der Watt (Infraset / Truss Pty Ltd Golf II) was also battling with a down on power engine after having to rebuild the motor after qualifying.

A titanic battle started to develop between the experienced Van Rooyen and the eager youngster. Darroch piled the pressure on for the remainder of the race with Van Rooyen needing all of his wits about him to stave off the over taking attempts being made by the youngster behind him.
Croeser had found her rhythm by the fourth lap and slotted into third position ahead of Smalberger. Smalberger attempted to retake the position two laps later with a brave move through the very fast Rifle Range corner. He nailed the overtaking manouvre but ran wide through the next corner, as he was very late on the brakes.

Van Rooyen only just took the win ahead of Darroch with Croeser holding Smalberger at bay to take third position.
Race 2

The second race got off to another great start with Van Rooyen leading from Darroch into the first corner. Once again Darroch’s luck had run out when a side shaft broke as he started his second lap behind the leader, putting him out of the race.

Young Smalberger stepped up to the plate and set about chasing “Oom” Jannie. Behind them van der Watt, Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) and Croeser were involved in a battle of their own. Croeser got past Needham on the fourth lap and slotted into fourth position.

The young and inexperienced Smalberger was driving with experience beyond his years and kept slogging away at trying to catch the experienced campaigner ahead of him. Van Rooyen only just held Smalberger at bay to take the victory with van der Watt only just holding Croeser at bay to clinch third position.

The next round will take place at Blue Circle Raceway in Lichtenburg on 12 September 2009.
Report by: Greg Reilly
Pictures by: 
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
