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The Final Showdown
Saturday 14 November will see the battle for the Goldwagen Challenge Championship come to a close when the popular tin-top series heads for the historic Kyalami Grand Prix Circuit in Midrand for the final round of the 2009 Pro Tour Road Show. Loyal fans and sponsors can expect to see the usual display of close and competitive racing.
Overall Championship
Lee Thompson (Gallardo IT / Interfile Golf I) has already sewn up the Class A title, but is still very keen to secure the Overall Goldwagen Challenge crown. His only competition comes in the form of Jakes Jacobs (Nathans Motorsport Polo Classic) who has already clinched the Class P title for the second year in a row. Jacobs is thirteen points behind and will be hoping that Thompson will finish out of the points in both heats if he is to stand a chance of taking the Overall Championship.
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2009 Class A Champion – Lee Thompson
Wayne Masters (Jonnesway / Elite Autobody Golf 4) is twenty five points behind Jacobs with Dean Lester (Lester Properties Golf I) a further eleven points behind Masters. Lester also wrapped up the Class B title at the previous race.

Jannie van Rooyen Snr. (Goldwagen Roodepoort Golf I) is a further sixteen points behind Lester with Class C title rival Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) only nine points behind him.
Class A 

Thompson has been in dominant form since he joined the Goldwagen Challenge Series at the beginning of the year. He has claimed eleven pole positions from sixteen starts and has taken nine victories. His closest rival Masters has only taken two pole positions and five wins.
George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) is back up into third position in the points table and is eight points ahead of Quentin Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf I). Ray Wilford (Fuchs Lubricants Golf II) is a further six points behind him in fifth position with Andy Gossman (Spaanjaard / Auto Pro Roodepoort Golf II) nipping at Wilford’s heels by a solitary point. 

Class P

2009 Class P champion Jakes Jacobs has been the most dominant of all of the class champions. He too has taken eleven pole positions from sixteen starts but has taken 13 victories so far this season! His closest rival Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) has taken five pole positions and the remaining three Class P victories.
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2009 Class P Champion – Jakes Jacobs
Clayton Le Roux (Martin Le Roux Motors / Paintcor Polo Classic) holds onto third position with Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) eleven points behind him. 
Despite missing a number of races this year Peet Visagie (Time Mining Polo Hatch) continues to hold onto fifth position, twenty points behind Roos. Barry Groenewald (Custom Technologies Polo Classic) continues to move up the points table and is now only ten points behind Visagie. He will still have to worry about the likes of Deon Holliday (Polo Classic) and Shaun Dodd (Kopanong Hotel / Millennium Meat Polo Hatch) who are only four points behind him and tied for seventh position.
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Class B

Dean Lester has been the man to beat in Class B and clinched the championship at the previous race. He may only have claimed four pole positions and six victories from the sixteen races held so far this year but he consistently finished on the podium in the remaining races to earn valuable championship points.
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2009 Class B Champion – Dean Lester
Veteran racer Peter Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf II) currently lies in second position but is a mere four points ahead of a determined Greg Gossman (Spaanjaard / Marty’s Body & Spray Golf I). Things are just as close behind them as Quinton Needham (Ultravision / Thrashcorp Golf I) is only four points behind Gossman.

Eben Rothman (Freddie’s Autospares / Fram Golf I) is a further six points behind Needham despite his massive accident at the previous race. However Rothman is going to have his hands full with a motivated Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf II) who is a solitary point behind him! The battle for the minor placings is going to be fast and furious!
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Class C

The Class C championship is the only one that has yet to be decided. Jannie van Rooyen Snr. has a narrow nine point cushion over defending champion Elna Croeser going into the last race. Van Rooyen has taken one pole position and eight victories from sixteen races while Croeser has taken seven pole positions and two victories. Her consistent podium finishes have kept her in the hunt behind the wily veteran.
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The Class C title is still up for grabs
Deon van der Watt (Infraset / Truss Pty Ltd Golf II) started the year on a high but has been plagued by more than his fair share of bad luck. He still finds himself in a hard fought third position. Giles Darroch (PMT Civils Golf I) has also had a fair amount of bad luck and is ten points behind van der Watt.

Fifteen year old karter Charl Smalberger (Sabertek Golf 1) has shown great maturity and race craft in his first season of racing and is fourteen points behind Darroch after joining mid season. Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) continues to improve after only a handful of races and is in a fairly safe sixth position going into the final race of the season.
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The 2009 racing season could not have been possible without our loyal and dedicated sponsors - Goldwagen, Wynns, SS Telecoms, Sabertek, Norbrake, Eduardo Construction, Time Mining, Rapid Motion and Speed & Sound Magazine – without them the Goldwagen Challenge would not be the highly successful formula that it is!

2010 will see the VW Challenge celebrate its Twenty First Anniversary! Once again this highly successful tin-top series is expected to produce some of the best racing seen in the country! The possibility of new classes and bigger fields will add to this already winning formula.

Watch this space! 

Report by Greg Reilly: greg@vwchallenge.co.za 
Pictures courtesy of: Sean Sheppard

Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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Incidents and Accidents
2009 will be remembered for some of the closest and most competitive racing in past history. It will also be remembered for some of the biggest incidents and accidents in the twenty year history of this competitive formula as well. Despite the severity of some of these accidents no driver has been seriously injured in any of the accidents – testimony to the build quality and design of these real race cars.

Killarney - Cape Town
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Pit Wall – 1               
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Racing Car – 0
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Jumping for joy
Phakisa – Welkom
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Turn 2 Pile Up                                     
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Turn 2 Pile Up
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Turn 2 Pile Up                                    
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Turn 2 Pile Up
Zwartkops – Pretoria
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Polo Cross                                            
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Cross Polo!
[image: image23.jpg]


 
Roll over Rover                                    
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VW Dust Storm
[image: image25.jpg]



Synchronised Crashing                                   
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Tyre Barrier Tester
SSC Raceway – Lichtenburg
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Off-road Action                    
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Pushing the Limits
