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Small Town Spectacle
The seventh round of the 2009 Goldwagen Challenge Championship saw the leading contenders of this popular series head to the small farming town of Lichtenburg in the North West Province on Saturday 12 September. No less than twenty eight top contenders made the trip to the short and demanding SSC Lichtenburg Raceway. 

Class A 
Championship leader Lee Thompson (Interfile Golf I) once again topped the qualifying sheets to secure pole position ahead of team mate Kieren Quarmby (Interfile Golf I). Wayne Masters (Jonnesway / Elite Autobody Golf 4) continued his title chase as he qualified in third position with Derick Smalberger (Sabertek / Targa / Autowiel Polo Classic) surprising all to line up alongside him. 
Race 1

Masters had a great start as the fifteen lap race got underway, and slotted into second position behind arch rival Lee with Interfile team mate Quarmby in tow. Ray Wilford (Fuchs Lubricants Golf II) was another good starter and slotted into fourth position ahead of Quentin Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf I) and Smalberger.
With the leading trio increasing the gap over the rest of the field, things behind them were getting just as close with Wilford and Thompson banging door handles for position going through turn two. This gave Smalberger a slight advantage and he was back up to fourth.

Lee and Masters had started to get away from Quarmby by mid race and a titanic battle had started to develop between the two. The short Lichtenburg circuit certainly was keeping the racing tight! 
The pair continued to fight it out over the remaining laps but it was Lee who only just took the win ahead of Masters. Quarmby took a lonely third spot ahead of the rest of the field.
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Masters took the win in the second race…
Race 2

The second race once again saw Lee have another good start with Masters and Quarmby in tow. Wilford missed a gear at the start and didn’t help his chances as the rest of the field swamped him through the first corner.
Masters is an experienced campaigner and wasn’t about to settle for second best. He made his move on the second lap coming off of the back straight. He positioned himself on the inside line for turn five and took the lead going through the corner onto the main straight.

Masters is known to have the widest car in the series and he would certainly use that to great effect on such a narrow track. Lee tried hard but just couldn’t find a way past Masters and eventually started to lose touch with his opponent. Quarmby was fired up and wanted more and made up a position on his team mate through turn one with four laps to go.
Masters went on to take a popular victory with Quarmby backing off just before the start finish line to allow his team mate to collect maximum points for second position.

Class P 
Jakes Jacobs (Nathan’s Motorsport Polo Classic) was back to his old tricks and qualified ahead of Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch). Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) continued his good form with another third place while newcomer Mohamed Dangor (Speedy Car Sales Polo Hatch) impressed with his pace to line up alongside him.
Race 1

Tholet lost out in a big way when he was made to start from the pit lane after arriving late for the warm up lap. Once again Jacobs had another great start but it was Dangor who made the most of the open grid in front of him as he slotted in behind the veteran at the start.

Clayton Le Roux (Martin Le Roux Motors Polo Classic) was making up for a dismal qualifying session as was up to third position by the second lap. Tholet was also making his way through the field and slotted into fourth position three laps later.

Young Dangor was having the race of his life as he piled the pressure onto his more experienced opponent. Jacobs had his hands full and was defending for all that he was worth. Dangor tried to have a look up the inside of Jacobs through the sweeping fourth corner on lap eight only to have the door firmly shut on him by Jacobs. The resultant touch spun Dangor off of the track and he rejoined after losing positions to Tholet and Roos.

Dangor was fired up and snatched third position from Roos two laps later only to lose the position on the next lap. But luck was with the newcomer as mechanical gremlins forced Roos into retirement a few corners after.

With all the scrapping going on behind him Jacobs had built up an unassailable lead and went on to take a comfortable win. Dangor wasn’t about to give up and settle for third after the race that he was having. He had caught Tholet and challenged him for second position as they went into turn two for the last time. Tholet shut the door as well and the pair touched, but this time with both competitors able to continue. Tholet held on to second spot with Dangor taking a very popular third position.
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This is the view of Tholet that the opposition had in the second race…
Race 2

This time around Tholet did make it to his grid position and he slotted into second position behind Jacobs at the start. Le Roux was back to his old form and was up to third position by the end of the first lap with Roos and Dangor in tow.

Le Roux was challenging hard for second position and almost got it right on the third lap. Tholet was well aware of the threat behind him and solved the problem by snatching the lead from Jacobs a lap later heading through the first two corners. Le Roux would now have to contend with the wily veteran and progressed well as he got past Jacobs to grab second position through turn two a lap later.
Jacobs didn’t have an answer to the pace being shown by the two front runners and would soon have to worry about losing more positions to Roos and Dangor. Dangor grabbed fourth spot from Roos through turn five on the eighth lap only to lose the position again two laps later.

Tholet was in brilliant form and his rivals could do nothing to catch him. He went on to take a popular victory ahead of Le Roux. The battle for third position was far from over with Roos hounding Jacobs in the closing stages of the race. It would be a run down to the wire for the third podium position with Roos snatching the position away from Jacobs on the line!
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Class B 
There was a turn up for the books in qualifying when Greg Gossman (Marty’s Body & Spray Golf I) posted the fastest time ahead of championship leader Dean Lester (Lester Properties Golf 1). Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf II) continued his good form with third position ahead of Quinton Needham (Ultravision / Thrashcorp Golf I).  

Race 1

The first race got off to a great start with Gossman and Lester fighting for the lead through the first couple of corners. Needham had slotted into third position ahead of Minnie with Peter Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf II) behind them.

Minnie retook third position through turn one at the start of the second lap. Gossman lost the lead when he ran wide through turn two on the sixth lap. Minnie was a determined man and he challenged Gossman for second position coming down the main straight on lap nine. He dived down the inside line through turn one and snatched second place from Gossman.

Lester went on to take the win ahead of Minnie with Gossman holding Needham at bay to take third.
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Lester was invincible in Class B…
Race 2

Gossman had a fantastic start and kept Lester and the rest of the field behind him going through turn one. The battle behind him was getting rather rough with Lester and Minnie bumping door handles through turn two on the second lap. 

With his battle for second position now settled, Lester set about catching Gossman. He made his move on the fifth lap and took the lead through turn five. Needham’s race came to an end when a broken CV retired him to the pits. Justin Taylor (Haikona! Jetta II) was having one of his best races and had worked himself up to third position by the fifth lap.

Lester went on to take another comfortable win ahead of Gossman with Taylor taking a well deserved third position.
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Class C 
Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) was back to her usual form and qualified ahead of championship rival Jannie van Rooyen Snr. (Goldwagen Roodepoort). Giles Darroch (PMT Civils Golf I) would start on the second row with Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) lining up alongside him.

Race 1
Van Rooyen grabbed the lead at the start with Croeser and the rest of the field in tow. Needham was up to third position coming down the main straight on the first lap but threw it away with a big spin through turn one.

Van Rooyen had his hands full with Croeser trying to get past him on almost every corner. Darroch had settled into third position with Charl Smalberger (Targa Panelbeaters Golf I) and Deon van der Watt (Infraset / Truss Golf II) fighting it out behind him.

Needham was charging back through the field and snatched fourth position from Smalberger on the tenth lap. Croeser was determined to take the lead and tried to stick the nose of her car up the inside of Van Rooyen’s green machine going through turn one on the final lap. He “shut the door” firmly in front of her causing her car to get very sideways on the grass. Some brilliant car control saw her catch the slide and rejoin behind Van Rooyen without losing any time!
Van Rooyen only just took the win ahead of Croeser with Darroch holding Needham at bay to take third position.
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Croeser dominated in the second race…
Race 2

The second race got off to another great start with Croeser timing things to perfection. She got ahead of Van Rooyen at the start and held the position through the first few corners. Needham was having his best start to date and slotted into third position ahead of Darroch by the end of the first lap.

Croeser didn’t put a foot wrong and made it almost impossible for Van Rooyen to get past her. She went on to take a comfortable victory ahead of Van Rooyen with newcomer Needham taking a well deserved third position ahead of Darroch. 
The penultimate round of the championship will take place at Zwartkops Raceway in Pretoria on 10 October 2009.
Report by: Greg Reilly
Pictures by: Sean Sheppard
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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Lichtenburg pit complex…
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