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Survival of the quickest
The fourth round of the 2009 Pro Tour Series saw the Goldwagen Challenge brigade head out to the dusty plains of the Phakisa Freeway in Welkom on Saturday 20 June with more than forty competitors making their way down to the Free State town. 

Class A 
In a turn up for the books, Wayne Masters (Jonnesway Golf 4) took pole position ahead of Lee Thompson (Interfile Golf I). Quentin Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf I) continued his good run of late with a third position ahead of Kieran Quarmby (Interfile Golf I) who made his much anticipated Class A debut.

Race 1

Masters had a great start with Lee and the rest of the field in hot pursuit. Quarmby and Waldie Meintjes (Albatros Motors Polo Hatch) slotted into third and fourth respectively after Quentin had a disastrous start. Derick Smalberger (Sabertek / Targa / Autowiel Polo Classic) and Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) tangled through turn one with Rodrigues coming off second best and rejoining at the back of the field.

Masters was coming under tremendous pressure from Lee and was doing all that he could to keep the young driver at bay. Lee took the lead on the second lap with a great move through the fast sweep off of the long back straight. Quentin was also on a charge and had recovered to third place by lap three. George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) wasn’t able to make Friday’s qualifying but was scything his way through the field after starting at the back of the grid and was up to fourth position by lap four.

Economides was a determined man and was piling the pressure onto Quentin. He slotted into third position with a well timed move on the fifth lap. An incredible dice for seventh place had developed between Gavin Ross (Norbrake Golf I), Craig Marais (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) and a recovered Smalberger with less than half a second separating the trio!
Lee went on to take the victory ahead of Masters with Economides holding Quentin at bay to take third.
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 Masters and Thompson fighting for the lead…
Race 2

With the demise of half of the class B field from the first race incident, the race officials decided to combine all classes for the second race. The various classes would be wisely started at delayed intervals. The class A contenders charged off at the start and it was Masters who led the field through turn one.

Quentin Thompson’s race ended before it had started, as he retired exiting turn one. Meintjes woke the field up with a tank slapping moment through turn two losing a few positions in the process. Masters was still in the lead after the first lap with team mates Lee Thompson and Quarmby hot on his heels.
Lee blew his chances on the second lap with a massive spin coming off the back straight. Andy Gosman (Auto Pro Roodepoort Golf II) followed his example a lap later but recovered without losing as many positions. Masters used these opportunities to increase his lead over the chasing pack. Marais, Economides and Smalberger were involved in a titanic battle for third position with the proverbial blanket being able to cover all three cars as they fought for position.

Economides was up to third position by the fourth lap with Smalberger demoting Marais to fifth a lap later. Lee was fighting his way back through the field but it was too little to late.

Masters romped home to a well deserved victory with Quarmby holding Economides at bay to claim second place.   
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Class P 
Jakes Jacobs (Brooklyn Automotive Polo Classic) took a convincing pole position ahead of Peet Visagie (Time Mining Polo Hatch). Barry Groenewald (Custom Technologies Polo Classic) was in third position with series newcomer JP van der Walt (Jakes Jacobs Polo Classic) alongside him in an impressive fourth position.
Race 1

Once again Jacobs had a demon start and led the pack through turn one. Things weren’t so smooth behind him though. Newcomer Mohamed Dangor (Speedy Car Sales Polo Hatch) ended his race in the kitty litter exiting turn four on the opening lap. Visagie then had a huge sideways moment through the sweep coming off of the back straight. Groenewald had no where to go and smashed into the right rear door of Visagie’s car ending his race with severe damage to the front end of his car. Visagie was able to rejoin the race, albeit at the back of the pack. 

Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) slotted into second position with van der Walt not to far behind him. Van der Walt was putting in a workmanlike performance and was driving with experience beyond his years. He got past Roos on the fifth lap and never looked back.

Jacobs went on to take an easy win with van der Walt holding Roos at bay to take second place.
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Class P Rookie van der Walt impressed with two solid performances…
Race 2

Jacobs got off to another flying start with a repaired Groenewald doing well to slot into second position. Newcomer van der Walt showed great promise and was up to third ahead of Visagie and Roos.

Van der Walt was driving like a man possessed and slotted into second place behind the leader by lap two. Visagie and Roos demoted Groenewald to fifth position a lap later. Roos was also fired up and passed his team mate to take third position on lap four.

A three way battle at the front had started to develop with Jacobs working hard at holding van der Walt and Roos behind him. Roos was a determined man and he snatched second place from the newcomer on the penultimate lap. 
Jacobs didn’t have it all his own way and took a narrow win ahead of Roos with van der Walt impressing his fellow racers with a well deserved third place.
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Class B 
Quinton Needham (Ultravision / Thrashcorp Golf I) dominated Friday afternoon’s qualifying session and claimed pole position by almost one and a half seconds ahead of Dean Lester (Lester Properties Golf 1). Greg Gosman (Marty’s Body & Spray Golf I) and Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf II) were the best of the rest and filled out the second row. 

Race 1

Needham blasted off into an immediate lead with the rest of the chasing pack in hot pursuit. All hell broke loose behind him when Lester got very sideways exiting turn two. Minnie had no where to go and tried his best to avoid hitting Lester. However he was tagged by Rothman and a chain reaction ensued behind them. When the dust had settled six cars were sidelined from the race. Lester got off lightly and rejoined the race at the back of the field.

Needham now had a huge lead but didn’t back off at all. Gosman retired on the fourth lap after the damage that he picked up in the first lap incident put paid to his chances. Tragedy struck on the fifth lap for Needham when an engine failure robbed the talented youngster of an almost certain win. Peter Thompson (Thompson’s Volkswagen Golf II) inherited the lead with a recovered Lester in second place.
Lester marked off a remarkable and took the lead on the back straight. Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) and Justin Taylor (Haikona! Jetta II) were having a great fight for third place. Taylor took the advantage on the fifth lap and demoted Mack to fourth.
Lester was pushed all the way to the end but eventually held on to take the win ahead of Thompson. Taylor had his best finish of the year and took a well deserved third place.

Race 2

A repaired Gosman got off to a great start and led the field through turn one with Lester and Thompson in tow. Mack and Taylor were at it again and were fighting it out for fourth position.

Gosman was determined to make up for a non finish in the first race. He kept his head down and stuck to his guns ahead of the chasing pack. He went on to take a well deserved win ahead of Lester with Thompson holding on for third place.
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Lester and Gosman showing the battle scars from the first race…
Class C 
Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) was back to good form with a strong qualifying session to take pole position ahead of Jannie van Rooyen Snr. (Goldwagen Roodepoort). Deon van der Watt (Infraset / Truss Golf I) took third position with young Giles Darroch (PMT Civils Golf I) lining up alongside him.
Race 1
Croeser had an absolutely terrible start and it was van der Watt who took the lead with van Rooyen and Darroch in hot pursuit. Rally ace Etienne Lourens (Acollade / Venditor / MFC Golf I) was sitting in for Elvene Coetzee and slotted into fourth position ahead of a recovering Croeser.
A battle royal had developed for the lead between van der Watt and van Rooyen. Croeser was clawing her way back into the race and was up to fourth position by lap three. She picked off Darroch a lap later to move into third position behind the leaders.

The battle at the front was really heating up. After playing the waiting game for most of the race, van Rooyen took the lead through turn one on the seventh lap. Van der Watt fought back to regain the lead on the next corner with van Rooyen reclaiming the lead once again on the very next corner. 
There was nothing between the pair in the closing stages of the race. Van der Watt regained the lead on the final lap and went on to take a narrow victory ahead of van Rooyen. Croeser recovered to take a hard fought third place.
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Van der Watt took the double in Class C…
Race 2

Van der Watt had another great start and led the race through turn one ahead of van Rooyen, Darroch and Croeser. Croeser moved up to third position a lap later. 

For the second race in a row the battle at the front consisted of four contenders. Croeser was starting to apply the pressure to van Rooyen by mid race and slotted into second place on the fourth lap only to loose the position to van Rooyen a lap later.

She isn’t the type of driver who gives up easily though and slotted back into second position on the penultimate lap. Van der Watt held on for the win with Croeser keeping van Rooyen behind her to secure a well deserved second place. 

The next round will take place at Zwartkops Raceway in Pretoria on 25 July.
Report by: Greg Reilly
Pictures by: Dirk Kotze and Karen Mack
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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The Class B carnage claimed many victims…
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