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Battle of the tin-tops…
The penultimate round of the 2009 Pro Tour Series saw the Goldwagen Challenge gladiators head for the tight confines of the Zwartkops Raceway in Pretoria on Saturday 10 October with more than fifty competitors assembling for battle. 

Class A 
George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) topped the qualifying sheets to secure pole position ahead of Wayne Masters (Jonnesway Golf 4).  Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II) was third with Andy Gossman (Spaanjaard Golf II) alongside him on the second row. Series leader Lee Thompson (Interfile Golf I) had to start from the back of the grid after incurring a technical penalty.
Race 1

The race got off to a frantic start with Masters taking the lead ahead of the rest of the field through turn one. Economides wasn’t about to settle for second best and snatched the lead on the second lap. Henning demoted Masters to third position a lap later when he slotted into second spot behind the leader. 

Masters’ chances of a good result ended through turn four on the fifth lap when he ran wide after experiencing fuel pump gremlins, dropping him further down the field. The battle at the front was hotting up by mid race as Henning set about catching Economides. 

Thompson had worked his way up to third position by the sixth lap. Economides held on to take the win ahead of Henning with Thompson taking third.   

Race 2

The second race got off to another frantic charge down through turn one. Economides took the lead ahead of Masters with the rest of the field in tow. A fired up Henning was up to second position after the first lap and took the lead a lap later. Thompson relegated Masters down to fourth position when he slotted into third on the same lap.

The battle for second position saw Economides, Thompson and Masters all fighting for the same piece of tarmac. Thompson handed third position to Masters on the fourth lap when he had a big sideways moment through turn four.
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 Henning took a hard fought victory in the second race…

Economides put some space between himself and Masters and set about attacking Henning for the lead. The pair ran nose to tail for the remaining laps with Economides attacking on almost every corner.
Henning only just held on to take a well deserved win ahead of Economides with Masters losing third position to Thompson on the last lap.

With his two third place results, Thompson has done enough to claim the 2009 Goldwagen Challenge Class A title.
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Class P 
There were no surprises when Jakes Jacobs (Nathans Motorsport Polo Classic) took pole position. The big surprise however was young Mohammed Dangor (Speedy Car Sales Polo Hatch) who qualified in second. Clayton Le Roux (Martin Le Roux Motors Polo Classic) was in third position with series newcomer and National Polo Cup racer Nic Clarke (AVO Suspension Polo Hatch) alongside him in fourth position.
Race 1

Jacobs was off like a scalded cat at the start with the rest of the pack trying to keep up with him. A chaotic start for the rest of the field saw Dangor and Clarke tangle through turn one. An unfortunate Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) was tagged by the spinning Dangor and was unceremoniously punted off into the tyre barriers ending his race weekend on the spot.

When the dust had settled after the first lap Jacobs had already opened up a healthy lead over Le Roux and the rest of the chasing pack. Barry Groenewald (Custom Technologies Polo Classic) retired to the pits on the third lap with a broken CV joint. Clarke was fighting back after the earlier incident and slotted into second position through turn four on the same lap.
Jacobs went on to take an easy win with Clarke and Le Roux taking second and third positions respectively. However Le Roux was rewarded with second position after Clarke was docked five seconds for a technical infringement, dropping him to third.
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Jacobs tied up the Class P title for 2009…
Race 2

Jacobs got off to another flying start with Shaun Dodd (Kopanong Hotel / Millennium Meat Polo Hatch) slotting into second position ahead of Le Roux. Clarke dropped down to the back of the field with a big moment through turn eight after the first lap.

Groenewald was having a good race and was up to third position by lap six. Le Roux’s chances of a good result were dashed when a failing motor saw him drop back to nurse the car home to the finish. Groenewald and a recovered Clarke were having a great dice for third position in the closing stages of the race.
Jacobs went on to take an easy win ahead of Dodd with Clarke gaining third position from Groenewald.

Jacobs has been in a class of his own all season and has successfully defended the title that he won last year to become the 2009 Goldwagen Challenge Class P winner.

Class B 
Quinton Needham (Ultravision / Thrashcorp Golf I) topped the time sheets after qualifying with Dean Lester (Lester Properties Golf 1) alongside him. Eben Rothman (Freddie’s Auto / WRPB / Fram Golf I) qualified in third position with Chad Bartrum (Coastal Kitchens Golf I) lining up alongside him.
Race 1

Needham had a great start with Lester and Bartrum in tow. Needham’s race ended through turn four on the second lap after he and Bartrum touched going through the corner.

Lester set about increasing his lead over Bartrum with Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf II) and Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) in tow. Bartrum dropped to fourth position as Minnie and Rothman got past him on lap four. 
Lester went on to take a comfortable win ahead of Minnie with Rothman holding on to take third position.
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Bartrum took the Overall honours with two solid performances…
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Race 2

Lester had a great start and took the lead ahead of Needham and Bartrum. Needham led them across the line after the first lap with Lester having to fend of Bartrum and Rothman.

Bartrum slotted into second position by the fourth lap. The battle for the lead was closer than ever with Bartrum putting the pressure on Needham through every corner. Bartrum took the lead on the sixth lap only to lose it again a lap later.

Lester’s challenge came to an end on the sixth lap when his car got stuck in fourth gear, dropping him down the field in the remaining laps of the race. Mack was having a great race and was clearly enjoying the car that he loaned from Philip Croeser as he slotted into third position behind Bartrum on the sixth lap. 

The red flag ended the race on the penultimate lap after Rothman had a huge roll over through turn one when the right rear wheel broke off the car. Needham held on to take the win ahead of Bartrum with Mack taking a well deserved third position.
Lester has been on top form for most of the season and despite his bad result in the second race has done enough to clinch the 2009 Goldwagen Challenge Class B title.
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Class C 
Defending Champion Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) claimed pole position from class C newcomer Juan Gerber (Wholesale Cars Golf I). Jannie van Rooyen Snr. (Goldwagen Roodepoort) qualified third with young Giles Darroch (PMT Civils Golf I) alongside him.

Race 1
Van Rooyen had a dynamite start and dove straight between Croeser and Gerber through turn one to take the lead. Gerber slotted into second position ahead of Croeser with the rest of the pack in tow.
Gerber and Croeser were having a ding dong battle for second position. Croeser made a critical error on the fifth lap when she missed second gear heading down to turn eight and spun out dropping down three positions. She was out to make up for lost time and proceeded to catch the slower cars ahead of her. 

Croeser was attempting to pass Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) through turn seven on the sixth lap when the pair touched and headed for the outfield, with both of them lucky enough to be able to rejoin the race.

Van Rooyen went on to take a comfortable win ahead of a hard charging Gerber with Darroch taking an easy third position.
Race 2

Once again Van Rooyen had a fantastic start. Darroch slotted into second position with Croeser and Gerber in tow. Gerber was inspired once again and took third position from Croeser on the second lap and snatched second place from Darroch a lap later.
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Van Rooyen was pushed hard by Gerber…
Croeser and Darroch tangled on the fifth lap while fighting for position with Darroch unfortunately retiring to the pits from the resultant damage. The battle at the front was just as furious with Gerber trying everything to get past the experienced Van Rooyen.

Gerber made his move on the tenth lap heading up towards the turn five “table top”. He dived down the inside of Van Rooyen under braking to take the lead. The red flag came out on the same lap due to an incident in class B.

Gerber took his maiden class C victory for the season with Van Rooyen a close second. Croeser had closed the gap on the boys ahead of her but had to be content with third.
The Class C title is still up for grabs but Van Rooyen will be favoured to clinch the title going into the last race of the year. 
The Overall Goldwagen Challenge title is also still up for grabs and it will be a matter of “All or Nothing” at the final race of the year which will take place at the Kyalami Grand Prix Circuit on 14 November.
Report by: Greg Reilly
Pictures by: Sean Sheppard
