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Van Der Linde triumphant in East London
A large crowd at the high speed East London Grand Prix Circuit was treated to a tin top spectacular when the men and women of the Goldwagen Challenge put on another entertaining performance at the sixth round of the 2011 Pro Tour Roadshow on Saturday 16 July. 
It was a weekend of mixed emotions as mechanical gremlins plagued a number of competitors throughout the Friday practice sessions with blown engines and broken gearboxes plaguing many drivers. Crews worked throughout the night to get the cars back in working order but unfortunately not everyone was able to get their cars ready for the race. Notable withdrawals included current Class D championship leader Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch), Warren Muir (Nathans Motorsport Polo Classic) and Class A front runner Andy Gossman (Technicon Auto Spares Golf II). 
Class D driver Deon Crous (Golf I), had the scariest moment of the weekend when he experienced brake failure at over 190km/h heading into Cocobana Corner. His off road excursion saw his car completely airborne as he hit a waterlogged ditch on the inside of the corner. His car was catapulted across the track with the thick bush on the outside of the corner finally bringing his car to a halt. He was lucky to emerge from the high speed rodeo ride unscathed!
Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I), who currently leads the Class B battle, would emerge from the weekend as the new Overall Goldwagen Challenge Championship leader.
Race 1 – Class A

Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) was in fine form as he claimed pole position ahead of Derick Smalberger (Unleaded / Haupt Racing Polo Classic).

Current Class A points leader George Economides (Wealth Avenue Polo Hatch), debuting his new car, wouldn’t make it past the first lap as he retired to the pits with a broken gear linkage. Gerhard Henning (AMPTEC Golf II) slotted into second position behind Meintjes at the start with Smalberger and Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) in tow.
The leading quartet ran nose to tail for most of the race. The rhythm was broken on the penultimate lap when Meintjes experienced fuel surge heading into the infamous Potters Pass. Smalberger who was right on his tail had to back off and lost control of his car in the process sending him off into the fauna and flora on the inside of the corner. Henning inherited the lead and took a comfortable win with Meintjes holding Masters at bay to claim second.
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Henning took the victory in the first race...
Race 1 – Class C

Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf I) surprised all when he claimed pole position ahead of young Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I). 
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Blanckensee blitzed his way to victory...

Blanckensee had a cracking start and took the lead ahead of James Hurley (Koni SA Golf I) and Hall. Hall then took second position from Hurley with a well timed move through the Esses on the next lap. Hall then hunted the young karter down and made his move on lap four when he took the lead through Cocobana Corner.

The battle at the front was turning out to be a real hum dinger. Blackensee dived up the inside of Hall to grab the lead through Beacon Bend on lap five, with Hurley following him through to grab second position. Hurley then took the lead under braking through Cocobana only to lose the position back to Blanckensee through the Esses.

Tyrell Govindsamy (Petroplast Golf I) was scything his way through from the back of the field after he got forced wide onto the grass at the start. He grabbed fourth position from series newcomer Bevan Williams (Industrial Engine Parts Golf I) on the seventh lap. 
Blanckensee broke away at the front and went on to take a comfortable victory. Hall made a last ditch effort through the Esses on the last lap to claim second position ahead of Hurley.
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Race 1 – Class B

Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) had to fight hard to claim pole position ahead of Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / Sabertek Polo Classic).
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Van der Linde dominated proceedings once again...
He was caught napping at the start and found himself in last position heading into turn one. Atkinson took the lead ahead of Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I) with the rest of the field in tow. A determined van der Linde was driving like a man possessed and was up to third position by the time the field entered the Esses! 
Thompson grabbed the lead through Beacon Bend with van der Linde following him through into second position. Van der Linde then took the race lead on the second lap under braking for Cocobana Corner. Peter Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf II) claimed third position through the same corner a lap later. There were clearly no racing orders in the Thompson family as Thompson Senior passed Quentin on the fifth lap to claim second position. Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) was also on a move and snatched fourth position from Atkinson on lap six. 
Van der Linde romped home to victory with Thompson Senior holding his son at bay to claim third.
Race 1 – Class D

Darren Nathan (Sextrader Polo Hatch) made the most of his pole position and took the lead ahead of Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch). 
Justin Taylor’s (VW Techniques Golf II) efforts would count for nothing when Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf II) got past him through Potters Pass to claim third position on lap four. Van Vledder seemed to brake earlier than Taylor expected for Cocobana Corner and Taylor lost control of his car as he tried to avoid the inevitable collision. He rolled his car into the bushes and out of the race on the outside of the corner.
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This was the only view that the opposition had of Nathan...
Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) was charging through the field after having to start from the back of the grid when he didnt qualify due to mechanical gremlins. He had fought his way up to third position by the fifth lap with Jannie van Rooyen (Goldwagen Roodepoort Golf I) hot on his heels. Holliday surrendered his second position to Hurley when he retired from the race a lap later with overheating problems. 

Hurley then handed second position to van Rooyen on the penultimate lap when he ran wide coming onto the main straight. This left Nathan to take a comfortable victory ahead of the veteran pairing. 
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         NORBRAKE
Race 2 – Class A

Meintjes had a great start to take the lead with Henning and Masters in tow. Masters grabbed second position a lap later with Gavin Ross (Norbrake Golf I) relegating Henning to fourth as well.
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Meintjes had to work hard for the win in race two...
Henning fought back to third position by lap three and set about chasing the leaders. Charl Smalberger (Flight Hand Cleaner / Haupt Racing Golf I) was fighting his way from the back of the field and slotted into fourth position on lap six.

The race for the lead couldn’t have been closer with only half a second separating the top three on the last lap! Meintjes held on to take the win ahead of Masters with Henning having to be content with third position.

Race 2 – Class B

Van der Linde made no mistakes at the start of the second race and blasted off into the lead ahead of Thompson Senior and Junior. Thompson Senior lost out in a big way when Thompson Junior, Bate and Atkinson all got past him on the second lap.
The second place battle was developing into a titanic affair. Thompson Senior had fought his way back up to second position by lap four with Bate getting past Thompson Junior to claim fourth position. The young lady got out of shape through Potters Pass on the fifth lap and accidently tagged the back end of Thompson Seniors car, dropping both of them down the field.
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Thompson has found renewed pace...
Van der Linde romped home to victory ahead of Quentin Thompson with Atkinson picking up third position.

Race 2 – Class D

Once again Nathan grabbed the lead at the start of the second race. Van Rooyen slotted into second with Jakes Jacobs (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) returning to the series in third position. 
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Hurley was undoubtedly the driver of the day... 
Van Rooyen’s race came to an end on the fifth lap when the gear linkage broke on his car. Elke van Vledder (Mrs Batman Golf I) then crashed out of fifth position when she lost control of her car through the infamous Potters Pass corner, thankfully without any injury.

Hurley was once again on a charge after starting from pit lane for the second race. He had worked himself up to fourth position by lap five and passed young Gina Munro (RT Signs Polo Hatch) to claim third position a lap later.
Nathan held on for the win ahead of Jacobs with Hurley having a storming drive to claim third position.

Race 2 Class C

Blanckensee took the lead with Hall and Adrian Wood (Afriboom Golf I) hot on his heels. Hall had one of the most unusual moments throughout the whole weekend when he burst not one, but two tyres as he got out of shape coming out of the Esses, putting an immediate end to his chances.

Wood took the lead on the third lap with Govidsamy grabbing third position from Hurley a lap later. The battle for the lead continued when Blanckensee regained the position on lap eight only to lose it to Wood again on the next lap.

Wood held on for a narrow victory ahead of Blanckensee with Hurley regaining third position on the last lap.   
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Govindsamy made Hurley Junior work hard for his second position...
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Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Paul Bedford
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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