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Spectacular tin top racing returns to hallowed grounds
The sleepy Eastern Cape town of East London will awake to the roar of more than forty Goldwagen Challenge racing cars heading onto the track on Saturday 16 July for the sixth round of the 2011 Pro Tour season. The East London Grand Prix Circuit has the reputation for being one of the fastest tracks in the country and is a firm favourite with many drivers. The battle for individual Class and Overall Goldwagen Challenge supremacy couldn’t be closer. 
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Economides continues to lead the way in Class A...
Class A
With four race victories under his belt George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) maintains his position at the top of the points table and continues to hold a twenty eight point lead over his nearest rival. Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) moves up to second position after his well deserved victory at the previous round while Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) drops down to third, a further three points behind Meintjes. 
Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) has clawed his way back up the points log after two decent results at the previous event and is now only seven points behind Masters. Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II) and Andy Gossman (Marty’s Autobody Golf II) are now tied on points for fifth position.
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Class B

Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) continues to prove why he is the find of the season. After the accident he experienced due to brake failure at Zwartkops, he still came back to win both heats and has now increased his lead in the class to a healthy twenty three points ahead of defending champion Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I). Thompson has battled with a string of mechanical issues over the past couple of events. This has allowed the rest of the field to close the gap on the defending champion. 
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Van der Linde continues to head towards his first tin top title...

Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) and Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic) are now tied on points for third position, a mere six points behind Thompson. Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) is still very much in with a chance and is only a solitary point behind the third placed pairing. Veteran racer Peter Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf II) continues to stay in the hunt and finds himself a further three points behind Mack.
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Class C

Class veteran Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) continues to bring the fight to the young guns and other newcomers in the class. His five race victories so far this season see him maintain a twelve point lead over young Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I). James Hurley (Koni Golf I) moves up to third position with Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf 1) a further three points behind him. 
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Can Needham keep the young guns at bay?...

Although his son Devon has taken over the reins of his racing steed, Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) still holds onto fifth position on the points table. Young Adrian Wood (Afriboom Golf I) continues to move up the ranks after a number of impressive results throughout the season and will no doubt be a threat for a podium position in East London.
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         NORBRAKE
Class D
After topping the podium on five occasions this season, Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) has increased his lead at the top of the rankings to sixteen points. Veteran racer Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) has moved into second position ahead of Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch). 
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The rest of the Class D field will be keen to beat Tholet...
After a victory and a third placed result at Zwartkops, Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch) has now moved up to fourth position, only two points behind Holliday. Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Golf II) continues to drop down the field as he battles to find pace in his new car and now finds himself in fifth position, nine points ahead of Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf II).
Overall

The battle for Overall Goldwagen Challenge Championship honours is starting to get just as close as some of the individual class battles. George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) and young Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) are now tied on points at the top of the Overall points table. Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) drops down to third position but is still only a solitary point behind the leaders. Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) continues to hold onto fourth position in the championship race but is only two points behind Needham. Karting Ace Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) moves up to fifth position with Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) moving into the top six, a further six points behind the young karter.

The 2011 season has had a number of surprise results so far and much of the same is expected as the Goldwagen Challenge brigade head down to the historic East London circuit.

Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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