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Action in the Cape of storms
The fourth round of the 2011 Pro Tour season will be remembered for various reasons. Despite the cold and overcast conditions, Killarney Raceway in Cape Town presented the Goldwagen Challenge competitors with their first dry race weekend of the season so far. With no less than 50 entries making the long trip down to the fairest Cape, the action on the track was bound to be spectacular. As always the Goldwagen Challenge boys and girls did not disappoint!
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Van der Linde leads the field through turn one...
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Race 1 – Class B

Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) continued his charge through the Goldwagen Challenge ranks when he dominated qualifying to claim pole position ahead of Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / Sabertek Polo Classic).
Van der Linde led the field through turn one as expected at the start of the race. Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) had a dynamite start from his sixth place grid position only to throw away his chances with a spin in turn two. GTI Challenge racer Tertius van Tonder (Golf I) slotted into second position with local lass Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) hot on his heels. 

Championship contender Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I) ruined his chances when he spun out through turn one at the start of the second lap. Atkinson got past Bate to secure third position on lap two and set about chasing the leaders.
A rather uneventful race saw van der Linde romp home to victory ahead of van Tonder with Atkinson doing enough to hold onto third position.  
Race 1 – Class D

Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) was back to his old form and claimed pole position ahead of Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch).

Tholet held on to the lead at the start with Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) snatching second position from Hurley. The race leader started increasing his lead over the rest of the field almost immediately. 
Holliday and Hurley were having one of the closest battles in the race with the pair defending and attacking on almost every corner. Darren Nathan (Sextrader Polo Hatch) joined the party in the closing stages of the race and started applying the pressure to Hurley as well. Hurley made his move on the last lap and used Holliday’s slipstream to power past him down the 200km/h back straight to snatch second position from Holliday’s grasp.

Tholet charged home to victory with Hurley taking second position ahead of Holliday.
Race 1 – Class A

Having raced in the local GTI Challenge series for a couple of seasons, George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) used his good track knowledge to claim pole position ahead of Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch).

Economides held onto the lead at the start of the race with Meintjes and the rest of the field in tow. Clayton Le Roux’s (Martin Le Roux Motors Polo Classic) luck ran out when the accelerator cable broke on his car at the start. The second lap saw chaos ensue after one of the Class C entries dropped oil heading through turn one. Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) and Gerhard Henning (AMPTEC Golf II) collided as they both slid on the oil heading through turn one with the resultant damage ending both of their races on the spot. Derick Smalberger (Unleaded / Haupt Racing Polo Classic) and Quinton Needham (8 Valve Performance / CSP Golf I) then slotted into third and fourth places respectively. 
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Economides ahead of the Class A traffic jam...
With the leading pack heading off into the distance, the race to watch was the battle for fifth position. Barry Groenewald (Custom Technologies Polo Hatch), Gavin Ross (Norbrake Golf I), Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf II), Andy Gossman (Auto Pro Roodepoort Golf II) and Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) were all involved in a titanic battle for position. The leader of the pack would change position on almost every corner, with as many as four cars abreast heading down the straights!

Economides took the chequered flag ahead of Meintjes with Smalberger holding Needham at bay to take third.      
Race 1 – Class C

Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) was back to form and grabbed pole position ahead of Adrian Wood (Afriboom Golf I).

The start of the race was rather chaotic. Tyrell Govindsamy (Petroplast Golf I) slid off the track through turn one when an oil pipe on his car came loose, dropping oil onto his tyres and the track. James Hurley (Koni SA Golf I) ended his race in turn three with Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) mounted on top of his bonnet after a coming together with Wood - the trio definitely proving that three does not go into one!

Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I), Craig Gammie (Ultra Vision Golf I) and Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf I) picked up the vacant positions. Hall secured third position on the fourth lap with a well timed move on Gammie through turn five.

Needham looked set to take victory when tragedy struck on the last lap. A wheel hub broke on his car as he went through the final corner, robbing him of certain victory. Blanckensee went on to take his first win of the season with Hall taking a well placed second position ahead of Gammie.
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Smooth consistency took Hall to the Overall class C win...
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         NORBRAKE
Race 2 – Class A

A dramatic start to the second race saw Le Roux and Minnie spin out in the midfield pack after they touched when Minnie received a nudge from someone in the charge down to turn one. 
Economides once again took the lead ahead of Meintjes and the rest of the charging field. Needham lost his third place position to Smalberger and Masters when he ran wide heading into turn five on the third lap.

Smalberger and Masters then moved up to second and third places respectively on the seventh lap when Meintjes slowed with a failing clutch. Economides cruised home to victory ahead of Smalberger with Masters crossing the line in third.
Race 2 – Class B

Van der Linde had yet another faultless start and led the race ahead of van Tonder and the rest of the pack through turn one. Atkinson blew his chances when he fell off the track heading through turn five. Bate then slotted into third position with Mack hot on her heels.

Mack grabbed third position through turn three on the fifth lap only to have Bate reclaim the position a lap later. Van der Linde went on to take a convincing win ahead of van Tonder with Bate holding Mack at bay to claim a well deserved third position at her home circuit.  

Race 2 – Class D

Tholet once again shot off into the lead with Holliday and Nathan in tow. Hurley was playing catch up after a mediocre start. Hurley was all over Nathan’s rear bumper by the third lap but just couldn’t seem to find a way past his rival. 
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Tholet leading the Class D field...

A late braking manoeuvre through turn two on the fourth lap saw Hurley tag Nathan into a slide which he held all the way through the corner. Hurley had to wait until the next lap to get past what must have seemed like the widest Polo in the race! 
Tholet took a convincing win ahead of Holliday with Hurley getting the better of Nathan to claim third.

Race 2 Class C

Hall had a great start in the second race and took the lead ahead of the rest of the field. Wood slotted into second position with Hurley and Blanckensee in tow. Needham was on a charge after having to start from the back of the field and was scything his way through the pack.
Wood grabbed the lead through turn one at the start of the second lap with Needham blasting his way into third position. When brake problems surfaced on the third lap an unlucky Needham started dropping back in the field. Piazza Musso was also on a charge and shot past Blanckensee to take third position on lap four.
Wood charged home to take the victory ahead of Hall with Piazza Musso taking a well placed third.
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How to make a Golf II...
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Van Tonder represented the Cape Town locals well... 

Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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