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Fireworks expected in the fairest Cape
Saturday 14 May will see the Goldwagen Challenge brigade head to Killarney Raceway in Cape Town for the fourth round of the 2011 Pro Tour Road Show. This historic track has one of the most stunning backdrops on the tour – Table Mountain – and is a firm favourite with many drivers. More than 45 entries will be making the long trip down to the Western Cape!  

Class A
The Class A battle has now swung firmly in George Economides’ (Wealth Avenue Golf I) favour after both of his main rivals, Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) and Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II), did not race at the previous round. Rodrigues is now a full eighteen points behind Economides. 
The battle for the rest of the top six is still closer than ever though. Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) has jumped up to third position, a mere two points behind Rodrigues after his double race victory at Kyalami. Henning is still however only a solitary point behind Masters. Andy Gossman (Marty’s Autobody Golf II) and Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) are still in with a chance and are only a few points behind Henning as well.
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Class B

There has been a bit of a shake up in the Class B ranks. Defending champion Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I) will head to Cape Town with a nine point advantage over his father Peter Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf II) who is now tied on points for second position with young Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I). 
Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) has done his championship hopes the world of good with two solid performances at the previous race and is now only two points behind van der Linde and Thompson Senior. Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic) has dropped down to fifth position, only two points ahead of Rory Eland (Dialogic Management Services Polo Classic). Local lass Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) will be hoping that her home ground advantage will give her the edge over her male counterparts and will be looking for her second podium finish of the season at her home circuit.
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Class C

Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) now holds a healthy fifteen point advantage in the Class C title chase. Karting ace Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) has barged his way into second position, albeit a solitary point ahead of series rookie James Hurley (Koni Golf I). Veteran karter Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) is a further point behind Hurley and is keen to show up the two youngsters who are currently ahead of him. 
Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf 1) will be hoping that his luck will change as he battles to stay ahead of Tyrell Govindsamy (Golf I) and Craig Gammie (Ultra Vision Golf I) who are tied on points for sixth position. One can also never rule out the likes of series newcomer Adrian Wood (Golf I), who took an impressive victory in the first wet race at Kyalami a few weeks ago.
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         NORBRAKE
Class D
Once again Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Jetta II) relished in the wet conditions at round three and blasted himself up to the top of the Class D leader board after two solid results at Kyalami. Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) is only two points behind Taylor and will be determined to get back onto his race winning pace. Series veteran Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) continues to better his chances with consistent outings and finds himself a mere two points behind Holliday. 

2010 Class P Champion Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) continues to make progress and is a further three points behind Hurley. Former Polo Cup racer Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch) is enjoying his foray into Goldwagen Challenge racing and slots into fifth position after taking his maiden victory in the series at the previous round. 2010 Class X Champion, Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf II) is still in with the hunt and is a further eight points behind Nathan.
Overall

The battle for the Overall Goldwagen Challenge Championship is as close as ever with all four classes still represented in the top six positions. Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) has jumped up from fourth position to take the lead in the Overall Standings. George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) is only a single point behind Needham with Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I) slotting into third position. 
Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Jetta II) is a further three points behind Thompson with Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) a mere two points behind Taylor. Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) and Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) both enter the top six and are tied on points for sixth position ahead of a host of other drivers who are vying for a top six position.

If the first three rounds of the Goldwagen Challenge Championship are anything to go by, the fourth round in Cape Town is going to bring out the real fireworks!

Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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