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Season Ending Thriller...
The final round of the 2011 Pro Tour Roadshow came to a fitting end on Saturday 12 November with the Class A and D championships quite literally going down to the wire. Two hard fought races saw the last two remaining 2011 Class Championships being settled on the last lap, in the last race of the year! 
The 2011 season will certainly be remembered as one of the closest championship battles in recent years with the various class titles only being settled in the last few races of the season.
Race 1 – Class A

Once again young Kelvin Van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) picked up where he left off at the previous event by claiming pole position. He got off to another dynamite start to take the lead through turn one. 
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Van der Linde once again proved why he is the 2011 Overall and Class B Goldwagen Challenge Champion...

Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) also had a good start from the second row and slotted in behind the teenage sensation but ruined his chances when he spun out through the tricky Esses section of the circuit on the second lap. 
With van der Linde already off into the distance it was left to championship contenders George Economides (Wealth Avenue Polo Hatch) and Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) to fight it out for the minor positions. A cat and mouse game ensued between the pair for the next seven laps with Meintjes trying everything in his arsenal to try and find a way past his opponent. Try as he might he just could not find a way past the experienced Economides. 
Van der Linde romped home to victory to claim an easy victory with Economides only just beating Meintjes to the line to claim second position. 

Race 1 – Class C

Up and coming youngster, Adrian Wood (Afriboom Golf I) once again took pole position ahead of arch rival Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I). It was Needham who grabbed the lead at the start however with Wood and the rest of the field in tow. Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) slotted into third position with James Hurley (Koni Golf I) and Brad Hall (Restonic SA / Pnet Golf 1) in hot pursuit.
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The battle between Wood and Needham was close at the start...
Chaos ensued on the second lap when Needham out braked himself at the bottom of the notorious “Mineshaft” and spun in front of the chasing pack. Devon Piazza Musso (The Home Directory / Restonic SA Golf I) had nowhere to go when he came through the corner and solidly clipped the right front of Needham’s car, ending the 2011 Class C Champion’s race on the spot. 
A titanic battle for second position then started to develop between Blanckensee, Hurley and Hall. The trio swapped positions for the next seven laps with absolutely nothing between them. Wood cruised home to victory with Blanckensee securing second position for himself ahead of Hurley on the last lap.   
Race 1 – Class B

Top contender Andrea Bate is in Germany competing for a drive in the FIA Women in Motorsport Commission’s 2012 VW Scirocco R Cup talent search. 
Friend and mentor Lee Thompson (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) took the reins of her car and promptly took pole position ahead of Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic). Thompson had a cracking start as he led the field through turn one. Francois van Zyl (Jesus Saves Golf I) had a disastrous start when the CV joint on his car broke pulling away from the line, ending his race almost immediately. 
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Thompson was on fire in Bate’s car...
Thompson blasted away out in front and left Atkinson to pick up the pieces. Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) slotted into third position ahead of Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf I) and Craig Gammie (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) before the end of the first lap. And this after starting from the back of the grid due to an engine failure during qualifying! 
Croeser then set about trying to catch the leaders and slowly closed the gap on Atkinson throughout the race. She made her move on the last lap and dived down the inside of Atkinson to claim second position. Atkinson was not going to take this lying down and fought back through the last two corners.

Thompson took the chequered flag to record an easy win ahead of his rivals. Atkinson only just beat Croeser in a desperate run to the line to reclaim second position by the narrowest of margins – 0.029 of a second to be exact! 
Race 1 – Class D

Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) held onto the lead from pole position ahead of championship rival Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch). Adrian Dalton (Xtra Shoes Golf I) slotted into third position with Jakes Jacobs (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) and guest driver Jason Finney (Andre Haupt Racing Polo Classic) hot on his heels. A determined Finney then grabbed fourth position coming onto the back straight and set about chasing the leading trio. Jacobs started fading on the same lap when a sudden loss of power put paid to his chances of a good result.
The race ended on the fourth lap for Philip Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) and Elke van Vledder (Mrs Batman Golf I) when the pair touched and then collided into the barriers heading down the back straight. Piet Potgieter (Xerox Polo Hatch) who was also involved in the incident escaped the mayhem to continue the race. Gavin Munro’s (RT Signs Golf II) race came to an end in almost the same spot two laps later when a blown fuse caused his car to come to a halt on lap six while he was in a well placed fifth position. 
Hurley took an easy win ahead of Nathan with Dalton take a well deserved third position.  
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Dalton’s dogged determination saw him claim third overall in the race...
Race 2 - Class A

Van der Linde once again grabbed an immediate lead at the start of the second race. Meintjes also had a good start and slotted in ahead of Economides and the rest of the field. 
Quinton Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) had an awesome start from the back of the grid and set about hassling Economides for third position. He made his move on lap four when he squeezed past Economides through turn twelve at the bottom of the “Mineshaft”. 
Van der Linde cruised home to victory ahead of Meintjes with Needham holding Economides at bay to claim third.

Economides and Meintjes ended up tied on points after the final race of the year. Due to the fact that he had taken more victories during the season, it was an elated Economides who walked away with the 2011 Class A Title.
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Economides snatched the Class A Championship from Meintjes’ grasp...
Race 2 - Class B

Thompson was under pressure from Croeser heading into turn one, but emerged onto the back straight in the lead. Atkinson slotted into third position but wasn’t about to settle for less than second. 
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Atkinson secured second position in the 2011 Class B Championship... 
He set about chasing Croeser and made his move on the fourth lap when he shot up the inside of her car to grab second position through Clubhouse Corner. Thompson romped home to an easy win ahead of Atkinson with Croeser settling for third.
Race 2 - Class C

Wood got off to a great start with Blanckensee and the rest of the field in tow. 
Needham was driving like a man possessed from the back of the grid and crossed the line after the first lap in third position. His car was far from perfect however after his earlier accident and he had to settle for defending his third position from young Hurley. 
Wood went on to take an easy win ahead of Blanckensee with Needham doing enough to hold onto third.
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Wood put in two clinical performances to claim second Overall in the 2011 Class C Championship...
Race 2 - Class D
Nathan had a great start and promptly grabbed the lead ahead of Hurley heading into turn one. Finney also had a good start and slotted into third position ahead of Dalton and the rest of the chasing pack. 
Finney was robbed of a possible podium finish when the gear lever on his car broke off in his hand, forcing him to retire to the pits on the fourth lap. Things were beginning to look pretty settled in the race until Dalton darted down the inside of Hurley through turn twelve to claim second position on the last lap. 

Nathan went on to take an unchallenged victory with Dalton holding Hurley at bay to claim second position.

A desperate protest about the legality of Hurley’s car was lodged after the final race. After much deliberation by the Stewards, it was decided that Hurley’s car was indeed legal according to the 2011 Class D rule book. 

He deservedly walked away with first Overall on the day and was officially crowned the 2011 Class D Champion.
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Hurley was deservedly crowned the 2011 Class D Champion...
Final Championship Points

2011 Class A Championship

2011 Class B Championship
George Economides – 129


Kelvin van der Linde - 129

Waldie Meintjes – 129


Rory Atkinson - 104

Wayne Masters – 90



Andrea Bate - 99

Gerhard Henning – 86


Quentin Thompson - 79

Eddie Rodrigues – 82



Peter Thompson - 69 

Andy Gossman – 52



Stuart Mack - 63  

2011 Class C Championship

2011 Class D Championship
Andre Needham – 134


Steve Hurley – 132

Adrian Wood – 131



Darren Nathan – 131

Keagan Blanckensee – 124


Ryan Tholet – 88

James Hurley – 98



Deon Holliday – 82

Brad Hall – 85




Henry van Vledder – 63 

Tyrell Govindsamy – 57


Justin Taylor – 61

2011 Overall Championship

Kelvin van der Linde – 161
Andre Needham – 134

Steve Hurley – 132

Adrian Wood – 131

Darren Nathan – 131

George Economides – 129
Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
