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The Final Countdown...
The rumour mill has been rife regarding the future of Kyalami as a race circuit. The seventh round of the series which was meant to be run at the historic racing circuit was moved to the Phakisa Raceway in Welkom at the last minute amid the political wrangling going on behind the scenes over the control and ownership of the circuit.
The Pro Tour promoters have however managed to secure an agreement with the various stake holders involved, to host the final round of the 2011 season at this popular home of South African motorsport.
The men and women of the Goldwagen Challenge Championship will therefore once again return to the historic Kyalami Grand Prix Circuit on Saturday 12 November, much to the delight of the competitors and teams involved in this popular tin top series.

The Overall, Class B and Class C titles have already been sown up, but the Class A and Class D titles are still very much up for grabs. The battle for a top three position in all five classes is also still very much in play. With pride and honour on the line, racing is expected to be as competitive and spectacular as always.
Class A
George Economides’ (Wealth Avenue Polo Hatch) has edged out a six point lead over championship rival Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) after the last event. 
Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) holds onto third position but is now only four points ahead of Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II), after missing the previous event due to his sons karting commitments in Europe. Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) is a further four points behind Henning with Andy Gossman (Marty’s Autobody Golf II) still being hunted down by the rest of the Class A field. 

The dark horse in the battle will be 2011 Class B Champion Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I). He showed the Class A establishment a clean pair of heels in his first Class A race at the previous event and could very well affect the point’s situation if he dominates the class once again.
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Meintjes will be pushing hard to catch Economides...
Class B

Despite the fact that the Class B title has already been sewn up by young Van der Linde, second position in the class is still very much in battle mode. Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) has a narrow seven point lead over class rival Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic) going into the final event of the season. A bad result in any one of the two races on the day could be catastrophic for either one of them.
[image: image5.jpg]



Bate will be determined to hold onto her second position...
The pundits will be hoping that last year’s champion, Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I) will be returning to the fray after missing the last couple of races. His presence in the race could very well have an effect on the result of the second place battle as well.  Quentin’s father, Peter Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf II), holds onto fifth with Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) only six points behind him in sixth position.
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Class C

Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) will be heading into the final event of the year with a sigh of relief as he is safe in the knowledge that he has already claimed the 2011 Class C title.
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Blanckensee will be determined to stay ahead of the pack...
Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) will be under pressure to perform as his current second place in the championship will be under threat from the hard charging Adrian Wood (Afriboom Golf I). 
James Hurley (Koni Golf I) has all but secured fourth place in the Class C championship with Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf 1) and Tyrell Govindsamy (Petroplast Golf I) doing the same in fifth and sixth positions respectively. 
Class D
After two convincing drives at the previous event Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) heads to the Kyalami race with a twelve point advantage over championship rival Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch).

Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) holds onto third position with Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) closing the gap between the two of them to only seven points.

[image: image9.jpg]



Hurley will be going all out for the win...
Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Golf II) holds onto fifth position despite missing the previous event. Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf II) has closed the gap between the two of them to a mere two points however but will still have to keep his wits about him to stay ahead of the rest of the chasing pack.
[image: image10.jpg]


         NORBRAKE
Overall

The battle for the Overall Championship was decided at the previous race held at Zwartkops Raceway when newly crowned 2011 Class B Champion Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) clinched the 2011 Overall Goldwagen Challenge Championship as well.
The second placed battle is still very much up for grabs with Andre Needham (Class C Ultra Vision Golf I) holding a ten point advantage over Steve Hurley (Class D Koni Polo Hatch) who re-enters the top six in third position. George Economides (Class A Wealth Avenue Golf I) moves up to fourth position with Keagan Blanckensee (Class C Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) a mere two points behind him in fifth. Waldie Meintjes (Class A Performance Masters Polo Hatch) remains in sixth position but has a number of other drivers knocking at his door.

Bearing in mind that every competitor still needs to drop their worst result of the year, the overall and class results after the final race of the year could still spring a few surprises!

Championship Points going into the last race of the year.

Class A Championship


Class B Championship
George Economides – 121


Kelvin van der Linde - 152
Waldie Meintjes – 115


Andrea Bate - 99

Wayne Masters – 90



Rory Atkinson - 92

Gerhard Henning – 86


Quentin Thompson - 79

Eddie Rodrigues – 82



Stuart Mack - 75

Andy Gossman – 50



Peter Thompson - 69 

Class C Championship


Class D Championship
Andre Needham – 134


Steve Hurley – 124

Keagan Blanckensee – 119


Darren Nathan – 112

Adrian Wood – 108



Ryan Tholet – 88

James Hurley – 93



Deon Holliday – 81

Brad Hall – 80




Justin Taylor – 61

Tyrell Govindsamy – 57


Henry van Vledder – 59

Overall Championship

Kelvin van der Linde – 152

Andre Needham – 134

Steve Hurley – 124

George Economides – 121

Keagan Blanckensee – 119

Waldie Meintjes – 115
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Van der Linde is 2011 Overall Goldwagen Challenge Champion...
Report by: Greg Reilly        
Pictures by: Steve Wicks                             
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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