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The battle begins
The opening round of the 2011 Pro Tour season will be remembered for many things – a record number of incidents over the weekend, monsoon like weather conditions, a flooded pit complex and new race winners.

The drama started during the practice sessions on Friday morning when Derek Minnie (Demac Auto Golf II) and Kurt Wesson (Ace Auto Scrapyard Golf I) where involved in an almighty collision. Minnie lost control of his car through the fast sweep coming off of the back straight. Wesson was slip streaming the latter at the time and was left with nowhere to go. The inevitable collision happened at over 140km/h, with both drivers lucky to escape with minor injuries. The same could not be said about the cars though. Young Charl Smalberger (Flight Motorsport / Haupt Racing Polo Classic) was also caught out through turn one when a sudden cloudburst changed weather conditions drastically. He slid off the track and luckily had a soft roll over through the kitty litter. The ego may have been slightly bruised but the car would be repairable in time for the first race.
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The remains of Wesson and Minnie’s cars...
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Race 1 – Class B
Series newcomer Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) surprised a few of the regular Class B campaigners when he grabbed pole position ahead of Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic) and defending champion Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I). Van der Linde got his first race in Goldwagen Challenge off to a great start when he led the field through turn one. Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) also had a good start and slotted into third position behind Atkinson. Thompson reclaimed the position a lap later with his father Peter slotting in behind him. A titanic battle started to develop for second position with Atkinson and Thompson Junior fighting it out on almost every corner. Thompson Junior secured the position on the fourth lap, closely followed by his father who relegated Atkinson to fourth. Van der Linde started his season on a high when he romped home to victory ahead of the Quentin and Thompson Senior.
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Van der Linde impressed with his early pace...
Race 1 – Class D
Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) started his 2011 campaign where he left off from last season by claiming pole position ahead of Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch). The race got off to an eventful start when young Gina Munro (Polo Hatch) rolled her car exiting the fast back straight after the vehicle got out of shape going through the corner. Thankfully she emerged from the incident with minor injuries and should be back with a new car later in the season. Tholet had grabbed the lead in the meantime and set about trying to open the gap between himself and Hurley. Deon Holliday (Centparts Centurion Polo Hatch) all but blew his chances when he ran wide exiting the back straight. Darren Nathan (Nathan’s Motorsport Polo Classic) grabbed third position ahead of Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) and Piet Potgieter (Xerox Polo Hatch). The battle at the front continued with Tholet being hassled by Hurley on almost every corner. Hurley ran wide through turn two on the last lap and lost second position to Nathan on the next corner. Tholet took the win with a determined Hurley grabbing his second position back from Nathan with only a few corners left in the race.
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Munro’s unfortunate roll…                      Photo: Andrew Stevens
Race 1 – Class A

Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II) started his season off on a high note when he claimed pole position ahead of George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) and Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch). He held onto his pole position at the start with Rodrigues grabbing second ahead of Economides and Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch). Anton Kriel (GT Tamping Polo Classic) was also having a good race and swopped fourth position with Meintjes for the next couple of laps. Henning only just held on to take the win ahead of a hard charging Rodrigues with Economides having to settle for third. 
Race 1 – Class C

Rookie and series newcomer James Hurley (Koni Golf I) rocked the establishment when he grabbed pole position ahead of the experienced Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) in his first race ever! Needham missed the start of the race due to electrical gremlins, so it was Hurley who led the field through the first corner. The class certainly lived up to its name as the breeding ground of Goldwagen Challenge with the rest of the field being made up of a number of experienced karters who have taken the leap into the wonderful world of tin top racing. Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf 1) slotted into second position ahead of Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) with young Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) and Tyrell Govindsamy (Golf I) in tow. Blanckensee grabbed third position from Piazza Musso with a well timed move through turn four on the second lap. Hurley didn’t put a foot wrong and romped home to victory ahead of Hall with Blanckensee holding Piazza Musso at bay to claim third. 
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Young Hurley made a dream debut...

Race 2 – Class A
Henning got off to another great start and led the field through turn one. He blew his chances when he out braked himself coming into the hairpin corner off the back straight. Rodrigues inherited the lead while Economides retired a lap later with a broken gearbox. Meintjes slotted into second position with a repaired Smalberger behind him in a brilliant third. Henning was fighting his way back through the field and grabbed third position from Smalberger on lap six. It was all too little too late as Rodrigues took the honours ahead of Meintjes with Henning having to settle for third.
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Henning announced his intentions early on in the season...
Race 2 – Class B

Thompson Junior grabbed the lead ahead of his father Peter at the start of the second race as van der Linde got caught napping on the line. The youngster dropped to fourth position when Atkinson blasted past him on the second lap. A fired up Atkinson grabbed second position a lap later only to drop to fourth position mid-way through the lap as Thompson Senior and van der Linde shot past him coming off of the back straight. With experience showing beyond his years, fourteen year old van der Linde grabbed second position from the veteran on lap six with Atkinson following him into third. Thompson Junior held on to take the win ahead of van der Linde with Atkinson handing third position to Thompson Senior after running off the track on the final corner.

Race 2 – Class D

Once again Tholet grabbed the lead with Nathan and Holliday in tow after Hurley retired before the start of the race with a shattered windscreen. Nathan grabbed the lead on the fourth lap only to have Tholet regain the position a lap later. Series Newcomer Fred Morawitz (Skye Polo Hatch) was unlucky to have the fuel pump on his car pack up on the penultimate lap of the race. Tholet took the double victory for the day with Nathan holding Holliday at bay to claim second position.
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Hurley Senior will give Tholet a run for his money in 2011...
Race 2 Class C

Hurley was caught napping at the start and it was the fast starting Needham who led the field by the end of the first lap. Hall had slotted into second position ahead of Piazza Musso only to be cruelly robbed of a podium finish when the vernier pulley on his car broke on the fourth lap. Hurley was making up for lost time and was scything his way through the field to get back into contention. Needham went on to take a well deserved victory, while Hurley grabbed second position from Piazza Musso on the penultimate corner on the last lap of the race!
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Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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