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Van Der Linde clinches his first tin top title
The seventh round of the 2011 Pro Tour Roadshow will be remembered for many things. Most notably, 15 year old Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) became the youngest ever Goldwagen Challenge title winner when he clinched the 2011 Class B Championship in fine style. Pole position, a fastest lap and a brace of wins saw the talented youngster scoop the Class B Goldwagen Challenge title with two rounds still left in the season!
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Van der Linde is the new 2011 Class B Champion...

Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) ended his weekend on a more sombre note when he suffered a massive accident coming onto the back straight during one of the practice sessions. The car got out of control coming through the corner, and then suddenly pitched sideways before violently rolling at least six times. The mangled wreck eventually came to a rest on the right hand side of the car before the Marshals and Medical crew were able to extricate him from the wreck. Holliday was lucky enough to walk away from the incident with minor injuries – the same can’t be said about the car though.
The racing on the day was no less exciting however with plenty of four wheeled action thrilling an enthusiastic Phakisa crowd.
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Race 1 – Class B

Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) got off to a great start and led the field through the first corner. After a less than perfect start pole man Van der Linde was scything his way through the field and was up to second position before the end of the first lap! He had to wait until lap three before he found his way past the talented female racer to take the lead. He had built up a substantial lead by the time the flag dropped to take another convincing victory. Bate held on for second position with Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / Sabertek Polo Classic) having to settle for third.   

Race 1 – Class D

Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) made the most of his pole position to take the lead ahead of the chasing pack. When the dust had settled it was Jannie van Rooyen (Goldwagen Roodepoort Golf I) who emerged in second position ahead of Adrian Dalton (Xtra Shoes & Clothing Golf I) and Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I). 
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Hurley was inspiring in the first race...

Graham Nathan (Nathans Motorsport Polo Classic) who was making a guest appearance was up to third position by lap two as he cut his way through the field at a rapid pace. He got past van Rooyen on the third lap to take second position. Hurley had to defend for everything that he was worth in the closing laps and took the win from Nathan by a whisker. Dalton then grabbed third position from van Rooyen on the last lap with a great move through the hairpin corner off of the back straight.  

Race 1 – Class A

Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II) held onto his pole position to lead the field through the first corner. Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) passed Charl Smalberger (Flight Hand Cleaner / Haupt Racing Golf I) for second position with the rest of the pack in tow. A titanic battle for third position started developing with Smalberger holding Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) at bay for the first four laps. 
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Henning had to work hard for the win in the first race...
Smalberger lost drive exiting turn five when his fuel pump failed and was tagged by Meintjes, spinning him off of the track and into retirement. The battle at the front was just as close with Rodrigues nipping at Henning’s heels through almost every corner. Henning only just held on for a narrow victory ahead of Rodrigues with Meintjes keeping Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) at bay to claim third position.    

Race 1 – Class C

Poleman Adrian Wood (Afriboom Golf I) and class leader Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) got off to a rather frantic start when the pair touched through the turn two esses at the start, sending Needham off into the outfield with Wood dropping down to fifth position. Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) claimed the lead ahead of newcomer Bevan Williams (MOMO / Industrial Engine Parts Golf I) and James Hurley (Koni Golf I). The second placed pairing touched coming out of turn five with both of them dropping back in the field. A determined Wood had blasted his way through the field and slotted into second position by lap two. Blanckensee handed the lead to Wood on lap five when he spun coming onto the back straight. 
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Wood took the double for the day...
The biggest incident in the race came on lap six when the midfield pack ran out of space through turn four. A recovered Williams was trying to pass Shaun Needham (Ultra Vision / CSP Golf I) around the outside of the corner. The pair collided heavily with Needham then spearing off into Devon Piazza Musso (The Home Directory Golf I) who was passing him down the inside line through the corner, forcing the young driver into the unforgiving steel barriers. Needham would finish the race but Williams and Piazza Musso would go no further. Wood held on for the win with Needham taking second position ahead of birthday boy Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf I).
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         NORBRAKE
The all class combined second race would once again produce more spectacular racing with fourty four cars lining up for the second heat! 
Class A

Once again Henning took the lead ahead of Rodrigues with Masters and Quinton Needham (8 Valve Performance / CSP Golf I) in tow. George Economides (Wealth Avenue Polo Hatch) the worked his way into third position before the end of the first lap. Henning threw his chances away when he ran wide coming off of the back straight on lap three. 
Economides dropped down to fourth position when he got out of shape through the same corner two laps later. Meintjes picked up second position with Masters slotting into third. Rodrigues went on to take the win ahead of Meintjes with Masters chasing him across the line to claim third. 
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Rodrigues was back to his winning ways in race two...
Class B

Bate got off to another great start and once again took the lead through turn one, but a determined Van der Linde was back in front before the end of the first lap. With van der Linde out in front amongst the Class A cars, the battle for second position was closer than ever. 
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Bate was incredible off of the line in both races...
The biggest moment of the race came on the last lap. Bate and Atkinson had been involved in a bit of “rubbing is racing” through some of the corners. The inevitable happened when a nudge from Atkinson into turn five saw Bate lose control of her car. The pair collided heavily exiting the corner and slammed into the unforgiving barriers, putting an end to both of their races. Van der Linde claimed an easy win ahead of Elna Croeser (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) with Derek Minnie (Demac Automotive Golf I) picking up a welcome third position. 
Class D

Nathan got off to a great start and grabbed the lead ahead of van Rooyen and Hurley. Hurley took second position half way through the lap and set about catching the leader. With sixteen cars in the class the racing was always going to be hectic. Van Rooyen emerged in the lead on the second lap with Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch) and Mack in tow. 
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Dalton was impressive in an unfamiliar car...
Hurley and Graham were left fighting it out for fourth position only to collide through the hairpin coming off of the back straight. Hurley suffered a puncture from the resultant clash and ended his race a few corners later. Dalton had made his way through the field by this time as well and slotted into third position by the fourth lap. Darren took the lead through turn six and never looked back. He took a hard fought victory with Dalton once again getting past van Rooyen on the last lap to claim second position.
Class C

Needham grabbed the lead ahead of Wood with the rest of the field in tow. Needham blew his chances on lap three when he ran wide through the sweep coming off of the back straight, dropping down to fourth position in the process. He was back up to second position a lap later and set about trying to catch Wood. 
The battle for third position was getting really close with Blanckensee and Hurley fighting for position through almost every corner. Wood had built up a massive lead by the end of the race and went on to take an easy win ahead of Needham. Hurley got past Blanckensee on lap six and held him at bay to claim third position at the flag.
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The Class C brat pack had a bruising battle...
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The Goldwagen Challenge drivers left Phakisa in their dust...
Report by: Greg Reilly                                     

Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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