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GOLDWAGEN
CHALLENGE




The battle begins
Saturday 19 February will see the Goldwagen Challenge brigade head to the dusty plains of the Phakisa Freeway in the sleepy mining town of Welkom for the first round of the 2011 Pro Tour Road Show. 
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Aerial view of Phakisa Freeway in Welkom
Once again the popular Volkswagen tin-top series is expected to produce one of the biggest fields of all of the participating Pro Tour categories in the 2011 season. The first race of the year is bound to be filled with the customary close racing that only the Goldwagen Challenge can provide. Plenty of thrills and spills were witnessed last season and much of the same is expected for the 2011 season.
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The Classes
New driver and car combinations will leave the individual Class championships wide open, as no one quite knows what to expect yet. The first race of the year should give a better indication of who the main contenders in the various classes could be.
Class A
Class A as always is the premier tuners class and could see any number of competitors in line for the title. Defending champion Lee Thompson will be concentrating on his National Polo Cup duties. This leaves the door open for a number of other experienced and capable drivers in the class. Class A regulars include the likes of Eddie Rodrigues, George Economides, Waldie Meintjes, Gavin Ross, Juan Gerber, Derick Smalberger and many others. Defending Class C Champion Charl Smalberger will be making the big jump into the ultra competitive A class ranks as well.
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Close racing in Class A…
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     NORBRAKE
Class B

The Class B championship should gain momentum once again as both new and experienced campaigners will be given the opportunity to claim victory in this competitive class. Defending Class B Champion Quentin Thompson should be back to give his father, Peter, and the rest of the field a run for their money. Seasoned campaigners like Jannie van Rooyen, Stuart Mack and Derick Minnie will no doubt have similar ideas. “Femme Fatale” Andrea Bate will be determined to improve on her rookie 2010 season as she returns to go head to head against her male counterparts. National karter Kelvin van der Linde will no doubt be given a baptism of fire as he boldly joins the Class B ranks in his first ever season of tin top racing. 
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The competitive Class B field…
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Class C
The Class C championship will also be watched with much anticipation as various young karters join the series along with a few seasoned veterans. The experienced Andre Needham and Giles Darroch will be left to fend off the likes of series newcomers Keagan Blanckensee, Brad Hall, Devon Piazza Musso and Lyle Ramsay. These youngsters will also be joined by veteran karter Paulo Piazza Musso.
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The young guns of Class C…
Class D
This newly formed class for the 2011 season will see the former Class P and experimental Class X competitors combine as one class under one set of rules. The fledgling D Class promises to be one of the biggest classes in the entire Goldwagen Challenge field.

Defending Class P winner Ryan Tholet will be back to take on the likes of Wouter Roos, Deon Holliday and Piet Potgieter. Former Class B stalwart Philip Croeser will add to the mix along with relative newcomers Gavin Munro and Rein Ellis-Clarke. Seasoned campaigners like defending Class X champion Henry van Vledder, Steve Hurley, Justin Taylor and Andrew Stevens can also be expected to bolster the field. A bevy of female beauties will also return to the track in the form of Kim Eland, Gina Munro and Elke Van Vledder.

Overall Championship
Not only will the various Class titles be up for grabs but the prized and coveted title of being the Overall Goldwagen Challenge Champion will be the goal for many a driver.   
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Old and new going head to head in Class D…
Sponsors
The start of any new season would not be possible without our faithful Series sponsors. 
Once again Goldwagen have come onboard as the naming rights sponsor and will continue to enjoy the positive publicity that they have received from the Goldwagen Challenge over the past couple of years.
Indy Oil return for their second year as the official door / race number sponsor. They will no doubt continue to enjoy the benefits of the fantastic television coverage that the series continues to enjoy.

Wynns and Norbrake have once again committed themselves to supporting the series for the 2011 season as well.
Rapid Motion have partnered up with the Goldwagen Challenge to obtain the best possible television broadcast segments and time slots. This partnership is definitely worth its weight in gold!

Motorsport World will become the official media partner to the Goldwagen Challenge Series and have committed themselves to publishing the numerous race reports and action photographs in their publication throughout the year.  
Report by: Greg Reilly                                     

Pictures courtesy of: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
