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The battle begins
The second round of the 2011 Pro Tour season was another action packed affair at the tight and challenging Zwartkops Raceway on Saturday 19 March. In a return to old traditions, qualifying was held on Saturday morning instead of Friday afternoon. Inclement weather conditions also put a new spin on things, with podium positions being shared by both new and old campaigners. In a repeat of the first race of the season held at Phakisa Raceway, persistent rain and sudden cloudbursts changed track conditions in a number of the races, making the racing even more spectacular than usual.
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Race 1 – Class B
Once again fourteen year old Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) grabbed pole position ahead of Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic) and Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I). Van der Linde blasted off into the lead at the start leaving the rest of the field to fight it out for the minor positions with the wet conditions slowing the pace at the start. Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) ran wide at turn four but rejoined at the back of the pack. The safety car was brought out on the third lap when an incident between Andrea Bate (Powerflow / Squish Golf I) and Peter Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf II) saw Bate slam into the inside barrier heading up to turn five, ending her race weekend on the spot. Quentin Thompson retired on the same lap with electrical failure. Van der Linde made the most of the restart and blasted off into the lead once again. Rory Eland (Dialogic Management Services Polo Classic) was making a great return to Goldwagen Challenge racing as he slotted into second position ahead of Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic). Series newcomer Craig Eekhout (Creation Wealth Golf I) was having a dream debut as he slotted into fourth position. Van der Linde romped home to victory ahead of Eland with Atkinson claiming third.
Race 1 – Class D
Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) grabbed pole position ahead of Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) once again only to damage the engine of his car during qualifying and not even make the start of the race! Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) grabbed the lead from Hurley when the lights went out with Hurley ruining his chances when he out braked himself at the end of the first lap, dropping back to eighth position. The safety car was brought out on the third lap due to the incident in Class B. The restart on lap five saw its fair share of chaos as well when Rein Ellis-Clarke (Dialogic Management Services Golf I) got out of shape coming onto the main straight. Elke van Vledder (Mrs Batman Golf I) spun trying to avoid hitting the youngster, dropping her to the back of the field. Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Jetta II) loved the wet weather conditions and slotted into second position behind Holliday. Holliday held on for a well deserved victory. Taylor claimed second position for his best result in the class while Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf I) had to be content with third. 
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Holliday was unstoppable on the day...
Race 1 – Class A

If the Class A qualifying was anything to go by, the field was set for a hum dinger of a race with the top three contenders only being separated by 0.067 of a second! George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) held onto the lead ahead of Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II) and Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) at the start with the rest of the field in tow. The inevitable chaos ensued on the second lap when Meintjes rejoined the track through turn six after being bumped off the track by Henning on the previous corner. He lost the back end of the car as he came back onto the tarmac, spinning the car in front of the rest of the field. He was collected by Juan Gerber (Car Find / Wynns Golf I) and Gavin Ross (Norbrake Golf I) who had nowhere to go. Ross in turn was solidly hit from behind by young Charl Smalberger (Flight Hand Cleaner / Haupt Racing Golf I) as he tried to side step the chaos in front of him. The restart on the fifth lap saw Economides grab the lead ahead of Henning once again with Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch) and Andy Gossman (Marty’s Autobody Golf II) in tow. Henning blew his chances on the penultimate lap when he ran wide coming onto the main straight and then proceeded to lose the front end of the car through turn one, dropping him down to fifth position. Economides held on to take the win ahead of Gossman while Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) grabbed third position from Rodrigues on the last lap.  
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Race 1 – Class C

Series newcomer Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf 1) grabbed his first ever pole position in the Goldwagen Challenge Series ahead of experienced campaigner Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I). Needham grabbed the lead through turn one after another one of his customary demon starts. Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) and James Hurley (Koni Golf I) then added insult to injury by demoting Hall to fourth position before the end of the first lap. The field bunched up again during the safety car period after the chaos in the Class A race. Needham once again blasted off into the lead at the restart with Piazza Musso and Hurley in tow. Hall lit the back burners on lap six when he grabbed third position from Hurley through turn eight and then second position from Piazza Musso through turn four half a lap later. Hurley grabbed third position from Piazza Musso a lap later with young Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) relegating Piazza Musso to fifth position shortly thereafter. Needham romped home to victory ahead of Hurley with Blanckensee taking third position after Hall was docked thirty seconds for an alleged jump start. 
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Needham dominated the Class C ranks...
Race 2 – Class B

Van der Linde grabbed the lead at the start of the second race once again with Atkinson and Eland ahead of the rest of the field. Quentin Thompson was up to third position by the second lap after starting at the back of the field. Mack retired on the same lap with a blown gearbox. Electrical gremlins then forced Van der Linde out of the race and into the pits on lap six. Atkinson happily grabbed the lead ahead of Thompson Junior with Peter Thompson in tow. Eland grabbed third position on lap three only to have Thompson Senior retake the position half a lap later. Atkinson finally broke the jinx that has been haunting him since last season to take a well deserved victory ahead of Quentin with Thompson Senior holding Eland at bay to claim third.
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Atkinson finally found the luck that has been eluding him...
Race 2 – Class D

Holliday grabbed the lead once again with Wouter Roos (Performance Laboratories Polo Classic) and Taylor in tow. Hurley grabbed fourth position from Piet Potgieter (Xerox Polo Hatch) on the second lap and moved into second position ahead of Taylor a lap later. Tholet retired with recurring engine problems a lap later. The mid field battle was hotting up with Elke van Vledder grabbing third position ahead of Taylor and Warren Muir (Nathan’s Motorsport Polo Classic). Taylor out braked van Vledder through turn five to regain third position with Muir using the same opportunity to relegate her to fifth. Henry van Vledder joined the battle in the latter stages of the race and showed his wife no favours as he passed her on the penultimate lap. Holliday romped home to victory ahead of Hurley with Taylor taking a well placed third position.     

Race 2 – Class A

The rain came bucketing down for the second race but ironically things got off to a much better start for the Class A contenders. Economides took the lead ahead of Gossman. Rodrigues grabbed second position on lap two with Quinton Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) claiming fourth position ahead of Henning and Masters. Conditions continued to worsen and Rodrigues lost the front end of the car coming onto the main straight on lap three, dropping him back to eighth position. Meintjes was scything his way through the field after starting at the back of the grid and slotted into fourth position on the fifth lap only to fall off the track in the atrocious conditions to drop back to ninth position. Wet weather ace Kurt Wesson (ACE Auto Scrapyard Golf I) came from nowhere to slot into second position on the fifth lap. The red flag was brought out on the seventh lap when the leading pack all fell off of the track due to the monsoon like weather conditions. Economides was credited with the win while Gossman took second position ahead of Wesson.   
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Economides was back to his old form...
Race 2 Class C

The atrocious weather conditions caught a number of competitors out at the start. Hall lost the back end of his car going through turn one and was lucky enough to just glance the inside retaining wall, rejoining at the back of the field. Lady racer Elvene Coetzee (Accolade / Venditor Konica Minolta Golf I) then held onto a massive tank slapper through turn four to rejoin further back in the field as well. Needham led the field out in front with Piazza Musso and Blanckensee in tow. Hall was fighting back through the field and worked his way back up to sixth position by lap two. Hurley was up to third position by lap four only to retire to the pits two laps later. When the red flag came out on lap seven it was Needham who took the double for the day with Piazza Musso holding Blanckensee at bay to claim second position.
[image: image9.jpg]


        [image: image10.jpg]@;"3;?_’(@@

e




Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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