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Closer than ever
Saturday 11 June will mark the half way point in the 2011 Pro Tour season. The men and women of the Goldwagen Challenge Series will once again be on familiar ground when they head back to the Zwartkops Raceway for the fifth round of the championship. The tight confines of this Arena style circuit has seen its fair share of action in the past and with more than fifty entries expected on the day, the racing is bound to be as competitive and exciting as ever.

Class A
George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) has strengthened his position at the top of the points table and now has a very healthy twenty eight point lead over Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4). 
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Economides will be looking for top honours...
Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) has jumped into third position with Gerhard Henning (Robbie’s Auto Golf II) dropping down to fourth in the championship after a disappointing race in Cape Town. Andy Gossman (Marty’s Autobody Golf II) is now tied on points with Henning and finds himself two points ahead of early season favourite Eddie Rodrigues (SEW Eurodrive Polo Hatch).
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Class B

It comes as no surprise that Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I) now tops the Class B rankings. The youngster has proven to be a hard man to beat since his debut race at the beginning of the season. He finds himself seven points ahead of defending champion Quentin Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf I). 
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Can the “Wunderkind” be beaten...
The fight for a top three position in the class is closer than ever. Stuart Mack (Giulio Sabbatini Auto Stylists Golf I) jumps into third spot, only four points ahead of series veteran Peter Thompson (Thompsons Volkswagen Golf II). Rory Atkinson (Flight Hand Cleaner / OKO Polo Classic) and Andrea Bate (Squish / Powerflow Golf I) are tied for fifth position and are only a solitary point behind Thompson Senior. This will definitely be one battle that will be closely followed!
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Class C

Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) continues to lead the Class C championship but is now only nine points ahead of young Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I). Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) and James Hurley (Koni Golf I) are separated by a solitary point but the pair have dropped down a further ten points behind Blanckensee due to their race incident in Cape Town. 
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Needham will be looking to consolidate his position...
Brad Hall (Restonic SA Golf 1) has strengthened his position and is now only one point behind Hurley. The trio are very evenly matched with any one of them capable of taking a podium placing. One can never forget young Adrian Wood (Golf I) either. He has already taken a few victories this season as well.
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         NORBRAKE
Class D
2010 Class P Champion Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) has now jumped to the top of the Class D points table, albeit it only two points ahead of Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch). 
The situation at the top of the table is closer than ever with Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) a further two points behind Holliday. Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Golf II) has dropped down to fourth position after a disappointing outing in Cape Town in his new car. He has Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch) breathing down his neck with 2010 Class X Champion Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf II) a further fourteen points behind the pairing.
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Tholet will be keen to hold on to his winning ways...
Overall

The battle for the Overall Goldwagen Challenge Championship is starting to sway into the favour of George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I). He has a twelve point lead over Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) with Kelvin van der Linde (Ferodo / Autoquip Golf I), now in third position, a further three points behind Needham. 
Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) is only a single point behind the youngster in fourth position with Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) a further four points behind him. Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) holds on to a top six position, a solitary point behind Holliday. Just as in many of the individual class battles, things in the Overall Championship point’s battle are just as close!

Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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